St Francis Xavier Parish Usual Timetable

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish ,»

Hikurangi; Maungakaramea; Maungatapere; Matapouri; Ngunguru;
Poroti; Pipiwai; Ruakaka; Whangarei Heads;
Entry: 63 Park Avenue, Kensington. Mail:1B Bedlington Street, Whau Valley.
Phone: 437 7902. House: 437 5266.
PARISH STAFF: Pa Peter Tipene (pp), Fr Mark Napa, Dcn Jim Nees, Dcn Nimo Ponifasio,

Janet Ponifasio, Arjay Ferrer
Online at: www.whangareicatholic.org.nz Email: stx@whangareicatholic.org.nz
Facebook Search: Catholic Church Whangarei.
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7 December 2025 Year A
Next Week’s Readings: Third Sunday of Advent)
Isaiah 35:1-6, 10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11

1st Sun of Month | 2nd Sun of Month | 3rd Sun of Month | 4th Sun of Month | 5th Sun of Month
St Francis 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil
Xavier 8am Sun 8am Sun 8am Sun (Youth Mass) 8am Sun
Masses 10am Sun (Miha) 10am Sun 10am Sun 8am Sun 10am Sun
(live-streamed) (live-streamed) (live-streamed) 10am Sun (live-streamed)
Family Mass
(live-streamed)
Ruakaka 10.30 am *Liturgy 10.30am Mass 10.30 am *Liturgy 10.30am Mass 10.30 am *Liturgy
Hikurangi 8:00am Mass 10:00am *Liturgy 10:00am Mass 10:00am *Liturgy | 10:00am *Liturgy
Whangarei. Heads | 5pm Sat Vigil Mass 8:30am *Liturgy i 8:30am *Liturgy | 10am. Combined
Community Ser-
vice
Ngunguru mn 5pm Mass 7 7 i
Maungatapere I I i1 8.30am Mass 7
Maungakaramea 10.30am Mass n i n mn

Matapouri, Miha

12 noon 3rd Sunday of Month: - March; May; July; Sept; Nov

* LOW means Liturgy of the Word with

Holy Communion
Poroti, Miha 12.30pm 3rd Sunday of Month: - Feb; April; June; Aug; Oct; Dec | /// means no LOW or Mass
Pipiwai, Miha 12.30pm 5th Sunday of the month
Weekday Masses and Other Ceremonies
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 7am Friday Saturday 8am
I 9am Mass 12.10pm Mass Mass 12.10pm Mass Mass

Reconciliation Rite | : 11.30am Friday & Saturday.

Exposition: Friday 11am - Midday.

5.30pm. 2nd Tuesday of the month; 4th Sunday of the month - Mass - Syro Malabar
5pm. 5th Sunday of month. Mass - Filipino Community.
6pm. Every Wednesday of the month. Novena - Filipino Community.

Rosary: Tuesdays, after 9am Mass,
11.30am every Wednesday
Saturday following 8am Mass.

If you have changed your home address, email or phone number, please let the Parish Office know so
we can update our records. We warmly welcome to those who are new to our parish. New Parishioner
Leaflets are available from the notice board and in the Parish Office. Please fill out your details and return
to the Parish Office. Thank you.

Available from the Parish Office. 2026: Columban Calendar. $15. Bible Diary 2026 $22. Daily Mass
Calendar $5. Prayers in Common Use $5. We also stock Rosary beads, Holy Water Bottles, Statues and
Sunday Missals. Pop in and have a look.

Prayers please for these people and their families.. and those who are sick and their caregivers
especially: Hilary Edmunds, Ryan Scott, Lorraine Merito, Margaret Theuma (mother of Bridget)
Bella Papa..

Recently deceased: Mary Hughes, Margaret Kernot, Colleen Hyde (mother of Tracey Balks),.

Hiria Rata, Luis Gulo, Bob Connor, Catherine Collins (Scotland), Margarita Erceg (Auckland, aunt of Anne

Puttnam), Nathalie Geeno (daughter of Geno Rajan and Saranya Devi). h
4

Anniversaries: Ashley Wickman. HIESTS

FRAYER

For all the world John the Baptist looked the part of a first century hippie, with
his long hair, rough coat and open sandals. The crowds flocked to hear him
preach in stern uncompromising language as he fearlessly denounced evil
wherever he found it. His words were clear cut in their simplicity. He came with
a definite mission to announce to the people that God’s kingdom was at their
doorstep and if they wanted to enter it their present approach to life needed to
be changed.

John challenged people to reform their lives to repent of their sins and undergo
a baptism of purification in the Jordan. When a group of Pharisees and
Sadducees approached, he confronted their complacency and warned them not
to depend upon the good name of past generations. Being a descendant of
Abraham would count for nothing if good deeds were not evident in their lives.
As a preacher, teacher and prophet John pointed beyond himself and was a
signpost to the coming of Christ into the world.

The call of John to repentance is an urgent invitation for us to prepare a way for
the Lord to come into our hearts. And when we come right down to it, that is
what Advent is all about. Preparing to celebrate Christmas means renewing our
lives by acknowledging our need for Christ who is constantly calling us to higher
things. John warns us that the greatest obstacle to the coming of Christ into our
souls is sin. We have the freedom to accept or ignore his advice. Our faith
reminds us that we have a responsibility to make present the values of Christ
wherever we go. This is not possible unless we are making a constant effort to
root out the sin that keeps recurring in our lives. To settle for less is to treat
Christ as if he were a passing guest and not a forceful presence inflencing our
actions.

See next page




Each Advent is an opportunity for us to come closer to Christ and deepen our
relationship with him through prayer and repentance. His power is at work in
our lives when we make peace with the family member we have rejected, the
relations we don’t speak to, the neighbours we have fallen out with, the poor
we have no time for and whose plight we don’t want to know about. Breaking
down these barriers will open the way for Christ to come to us and be born in
our hearts at Christmas.

Pa Peter

Solemnity of The Immaculate Conception of The Blessed Virgin Mary:
Monday 8 December.
St Francis Xavier School Leavers Mass: 9am.

o« B ? We welcome to our parish family those baptised in November:
L Aaliyah Msengana, Aphile Msengana, Jace Osmena, Tiana Akehurst
Liddell, Zachary Peralta.

Auckland Catholic Diocese News.
#.8] Catholic Kiwi Podcast: Six episodes of the New Zealand Catholic Bish-
ﬁ!’ ops Conference’s new podcast series have now been released, sharing
==y stories of faith, ministry and mission of Kiwis and visitors to our shores.
Search “Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on YouTube or Spotify. See poster on
noticeboard.

Closing Mass of the Year of Jubilee. Bishop Steve invites everyone to celebrate
the Closing Mass of the Year of Jubilee. 4 January 2026 at the Cathedral of St Pat-
rick and St Joseph. All welcome.

NZCBC Catholic Diocese of Auckland newsletter, is available in the following
link: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/NZ-Catholic-

Issue-9.pdf

Catholic Caring Foundation’s Christmas Appeal. Give a gift to help families and
people in need. Please support the Caring Foundation’s Christmas appeal through
your donations and prayers. Your donation will have double the impact! “Blessed
are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” Take home our newsletter,
and donation card, or visit www.caringfoundation.org.nz or call (09) 360 3012.

Christmas Masses and Holiday Timetable is available from our website and
Facebook page.

DATES TO NOTE IN YOUR DIARY
¢+ Sunday 7 December: Second Sunday of Advent.

¢ Monday 8 December: The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION of the BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY. St Francis Xavier School Leavers Mass: 9am.

¢+ Sunday 14 December: Third Sunday of Advent.
¢+ Sunday 21 December: Fourth Sunday of Advent

"Mark the season of Advent by loving and serving others with

God’s own love and concern.” — St Teresa of Calcutta.

THOUGHT FOR ADVENT

Blaze Youth Group (secondary age) meet every Friday during term time
“== Tpm-9pm in the Parish Hall. Come along and meet new friends and join in the
fun. All teens welcome. Enquiries to the Parish Office.

Piavah
Praygi:

 Our Parish Playgroup meet every Tuesday during term time, 9am to
- £ 11.30am in the Parish Hall. Special invite to all Mums, Dads and Care-
“g¥». =¥ givers - bring along your preschoolers and join in the fun. Gold coin
donation. Enquiries to the Parish Office.

_a. SFX Parish Playgroup Christmas Party Tuesday 16 December.

& 9.30am at Jean Duffy Room, Kiwi North. We have a fun morning planned:

Train rides from 10am, Christmas crafts and games, food, treasure hunt and a
visit from Santa. See notice board.If you have any questions or are
planning to attend please text Katharine 021 529 663.

i~ Whangarei Heads Community Carol Service — Saturday 20 December,
- 6pm—-8pm. Organised by the Local Christian Churches. We’ll gather on the
grassy area beside the McLeod Bay Hall (Stuart Road). There will be
children’s activities, games, a free sausage sizzle, soft drinks and baking.

MAORI COMMUNITY - KO NGA PANUI. Miha Maori: Last Miha for 2025 is this
Sunday 7 December at 10am.

_a . Christmas Lunch. Parishioners are warmly invited to our shared
< Christmas lunch in the Parish Hall following the 10am Miha.
Please bring a plate. Thank you.

‘ Parish Foodbank thanks you for your support. There is a list in the

o= . Church foyer of items needed. Otherwise we are in need of tinned

vakes & fish, jams and spreads. Thank you.

biference. Meetings: Due to the relocation of the Foodbank, meetings are
postponed until further notice. Thank you.

> St Francis School News: This week we had Pompallier year 10 students
=1 join our year 6 students for part of the day. The Pompallier seniors took our

=l students through a liturgy, games and then a Q & A on what intermediate
school is like. This is a great way for our college students to give service to younger
students and show leadership. We wish to thank all the students who were able to
come over to St Francis and make this happen. Fantastic!
God Bless.
Bernadette Hall (Principal)

: Christian Meditation meet
= every Wednesday in he
gathering area of the
Church 4.30pm to 5.30pm.

__ Thank you. Special thanks to the

25 teams who did the Mass Count each

% ' Sunday of November both here and
in the Outlying Areas. Great job.

r/_ New to the Parish - Welcome. Please make yourself known to a
L-"" Greeter before Mass. Take a New Parishioner Leaflet from the
Church foyer, fill out and return to the Parish Office. Thank you.



https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/NZ-Catholic-Issue-9.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/NZ-Catholic-Issue-9.pdf
http://www.caringfoundation.org.nz

