St Francis Xavier Parish Usual Timetable

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish

Hikurangi; Maungakaramea; Maungatapere; Matapouri; Ngunguru;
Poroti; Pipiwai; Ruakaka; Whangarei Heads;
Entry: 63 Park Avenue, Kensington. Mail:1B Bedlington Street, Whau Valley.
Phone: 437 7902. House: 437 5266.
PARISH STAFF: Pa Peter Tipene (pp), Fr Mark Napa, Dcn Jim Nees, Dcn Nimo Ponifasio,
Janet Ponifasio, Arjay Ferrer
Online at: www.whangareicatholic.org.nz Email: stx@whangareicatholic.org.nz
Facebook Search: Catholic Church Whangarei.
21 December 2025. Year A
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Next Week’s Readings: (THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD)
Night Readings: Isaiah 9:1-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14

1st Sun of 2nd Sun of Month | 3rd Sun of Month 4th Sun of 5th Sun of Month
Month Month
St Francis 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil
Xavier 8am Sun 8am Sun 8am Sun (Youth Mass) 8am Sun
Masses 10am Sun (Miha) 10am Sun 10am Sun 8am Sun 10am Sun
(live-streamed) (live-streamed) (live-streamed) 10am Sun (live-streamed)
Family Mass
(live-streamed)
Ruakaka 10.30 am *Liturgy 10.30am Mass 10.30 am *Liturgy | 10.30am Mass | 10.30 am *Liturgy
Hikurangi 8:00am Mass 10:00am *Liturgy 10:00am Mass 10:00am 10:00am *Liturgy
*Liturgy
Whangarei. Heads 5pm Sat Vigil 8:30am *Liturgy i 8:30am *Liturgy | 10am.
Mass Combined
Community Service
Ngunguru 7 5pm Mass mn 7 n
Maungatapere i1 i1 I 8.30am Mass n
Maungakaramea 10.30am Mass i n n n

Matapouri, Miha

12 noon 3rd Sunday of Month: - March; May; July; Sept; Nov

* LOW means Liturgy of the Word with

Holy Communion

/Il means no LOW or Mass

Poroti, Miha 12.30pm 3rd Sunday of Month: Feb; April; June; Aug; Oct; Dec
Pipiwai, Miha 12.30pm 5th Sunday of the month
Weekday Masses and Other Ceremonies
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 7am Friday Saturday 8am
i1 9am Mass 12.10pm Mass Mass 12.10pm Mass Mass

Reconciliation Rite | : 11.30am Friday & Saturday.

Exposition: Friday 11am - Midday.

5.30pm. 2nd Tuesday of the month; 4th Sunday of the month - Mass - Syro Malabar
5pm. 5th Sunday of month. Mass - Filipino Community.
6pm. Every Wednesday of the month. Novena - Filipino Community.

Rosary: Tuesdays, after 9am Mass,
11.30am every Wednesday
Saturday following 8am Mass.

+ Blaze Youth group starts again in Term 1 2026.
+ Christian Meditation starts again on 28 January 2026.
¢ Our Parish Playgroup starts again in Term 1 2026.

Prayers please for these people and their families.. and those who are sick and their caregivers

especially: Hilary Edmunds, Ryan Scott, Lorraine Merito, Bella Papa, Iris Kilduff (mother of Chris

Findlay), Doug Findlay (Albany, father of Chris Findlay), Dion Stone (husband of Sylvia van Altvorst),

Rob Giles, (Auckland, Selena Bercic (Mitimiti), Ken Doran, Les Barker.

Recently deceased: Bob Connor, Catherine Collins (Scotland), Margarita Erceg (Auckland, aunt of
Anne Puttnam), Rob Stobie, Nathalie Geeno (daughter of Geno Rajan and Saranya Devi),

Anne Apeldoorn, Margaret Theuma, Josie Spring, Bruce Head (husband of Pamela).
Anniversaries: Francis McGhee.

REQUESTS
FOR
PRAYTR

The God of Interruptions.

Very little is written about Saint Joseph in the Gospels. We know almost
nothing about him, except that he was a carpenter and a good man.
And maybe that is already enough. Joseph lived a simple, steady life.
He worked with his hands. He had plans. Things made sense. Life was
predictable.

Then God interrupted him.

Nothing about Mary’s pregnancy fit into Joseph’s plans. Nothing about raising
the Son of God could be measured, fixed, or controlled. And yet, Joseph said
yes. Not loudly. Not with a speech. Just with his life. He allowed God to
interrupt everything.

Joseph teaches me something very important, especially as | mark four years
as a priest. Sometimes we think serving God means being busy, organised,
and always “doing the right thing.” And then we don’t want to be disturbed.
We don’t want complications. We don’t want detours.

But God often comes precisely as an interruption.

There were times in my own life when | avoided being interrupted.
However, looking back, | see how easy it is to hide behind “doing God’s work”
while resisting God Himself.

Joseph reminds us that holiness is not about having everything under
control. It is about availability. When God interrupts us—through a person,
a need, a moment—we are being invited into love.
See next page




As Christmas draws near, we remember that our salvation began with God
Himself being interrupted, leaving heaven to be with us. God is never both-
ered by us. And when we allow ourselves to be interrupted for love, God is
not only saving others—He is also saving us.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of you!!

Fr Mark
TIMETABLE FOR CHRISTMAS 2025
CHRISTMAS EVE 24th | 5:00pm VIGIL MASS Ngunguru
(Wednesday) _
5:00pm VIGIL MASS Whangarei Heads
5:00pm FAMILY MASS } St Francis Xavier
11.30pm CAROLS } St Francis Xavier

Auckland Catholic Diocese News.

Closing Mass of the 2025 Year of Jubilee.
4 January 2026 at 11am at the Cathedral of St Patrick and St Joseph.
Join Bishop Steve to pray to give thanks and praise for the gifts of 2025 Year of
Jubilee as we celebrated and grew as Pilgrims of Hope. All welcome.

Anniversary Celebration of the First Mass in Aotearoa.
11 January 2026 at 11am. Come and celebrate the first Mass in Aotearoa at Tota-
ra Point home of the Poynton Family. The site is 1km from the main Kohukohu-
Mangamuka Road and is signposted. Following Mass there is a shared meal.
Mass is outside please come prepared with hats, sunscreen and water.

Auckland Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
Date Change - PRAISE IN THE PARK will now be held on Sunday, 15 Feb 2026
(4 — 6pm) following local event scheduling coordination.
Rain date: Saturday, 21 Feb 2026. Venue: Selwyn Domain, 48-56 Tamaki Drive,
Mission Bay, All are welcome to this two-hour Catholic event, featuring praise and
worship music, personal testimonies, the Gospel message, and Eucharistic Adora-
tion. We need help on the day, if you are available to assist, please

CHRISTMAS DAY 12.00am | MIDNIGHT MASS | } St Francis Xavier

(Thuri.day) 9.00am MASS } St Francis Xavier

e 8.00am MASS Hikurangi
PP ertsddindily, | 10.30am MASS Ruakaka

Baptism Course. The next Baptism Course is Sunday1 and Sunday 8 February
2026. If you are expecting your first child, now is a good time to do the Course.
For further information and to register please phone the Parish Office 437 7902.

Proclaimers of the Word for Christmas Masses ﬂ
\

Christmas Eve
5pm Family Mass: M Dougherty, A Waggott
Midnight Mass: N Todd-Jones, E Kearins

Christmas Day
9am Mass: A Cordiner, Karen Sturge.

% 2025 Journey of Faith for Teens (13 to 18 years of age) for Baptism,
J?“fé’a“ifg Confirmation and First Holy Eucharist. “Into The Light -

Ki Roto Ki Te Marama” Programme” begins on Sunday 22 February
2026. Please see Janet in the Parish Office for details and to register. Queries to
Nigel 022 133 2460. Registrations close on Sunday 15 February 2026. Thank you

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion for Christmas Masses:

"May this Advent season be a time for bringing hope,

5pm Vigil Midnight 9am
Gerardine McCarrison Shinu Abraham Bob Sturge <
Colleen Murphy Val Marie Allan Thompson
Joseph Bormans
Computer Operators Christmas Masses @
5pm Family Mass: Marco Yelcich ﬁ;;:"
Carols and Midnight Mass: Joseph McMonagle & &8

9am Mass: Leah Peacock

transformation and fulfillment into the Advent of our lives"

o Solemnity of Mary The Holy Mother of God.
““%4 You are invited to start the New Year in a prayerful way. All are welcome to
attend 8am Mass here in our Church Thursday 1 January 2026.

d Ready the Way — Sacramental Programme 2026
e Preparation programme for Baptism and other Sacraments (8 to 12
Y years). Any queries please phone Janet at the Parish Office 437 7902.
Registration forms available from the Parish Office.
Registrations close on 13 March 2026.

Information and Orientation meeting for all the Parents/ Guardians on 19 March

2026, 6pm to 7pm here in our Church.

Programme starts: 29 March at 10am Mass at Saint Francis Xavier Church for

parents and children, followed by preparation session in St Joseph's Room at St
Francis Xavier Catholic School.

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help.
& The Filipino community are having a break and will meet again on
1 Wednesday18 February for prayer at 6pm in the side Chapel of our Church.

—

Parish Foodbank thanks you for your support. There is a list in the
Church foyer of items needed. Otherwise we are in need of tinned
" fish, jams and spreads. Thank you.

Iy,

1 Christmas and Holiday Timetable is on our website and in our Fa-
/?K cebook page. The Parish Office closes on Friday 19 December and
|N\vA] reopens on Tuesday 20 January 2026.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

by m: New to the Parish - Welcome. Please make yourself known to a
72 Greeter before Mass. Take a New Parishioner Leaflet from the Church
-==" == foyer, fill out and return to the Parish Office. Thank you.




