St Francis Xavier Parish Usual Timetable

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish

Hikurangi; Maungakaramea; Maungatapere; Matapouri; Ngunguru;
Poroti; Pipiwai; Ruakaka; Whangarei Heads;
Entry: 63 Park Avenue, Kensington. Mail:1B Bedlington Street, Whau Valley.
Phone: 437 7902. House: 437 5266.
PARISH STAFF: Pa Peter Tipene (pp), Fr Mark Napa, Dcn Jim Nees, Dcn Nimo Ponifasio,
Janet Ponifasio, Arjay Ferrer
Online at: www.whangareicatholic.org.nz Email: stx@whangareicatholic.org.nz

Facebook Search: Catholic Church Whangarei.

14 December 2025. Year A
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Next Week’s Readings: (Fourth Sunday of Advent)
Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24.

1st Sun of Month | 2nd Sun of Month | 3rd Sun of Month | 4th Sun of Month | 5th Sun of Month
St Francis 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil 5pm Sat Vigil
Xavier 8am Sun 8am Sun 8am Sun (Youth Mass) 8am Sun
Masses 10am Sun (Miha) 10am Sun 10am Sun 8am Sun 10am Sun
(live-streamed) (live-streamed) (live-streamed) 10am Sun (live-streamed)
Family Mass
(live-streamed)
Ruakaka 10.30 am *Liturgy 10.30am Mass 10.30 am *Liturgy 10.30am Mass 10.30 am *Liturgy
Hikurangi 8:00am Mass 10:00am *Liturgy 10:00am Mass 10:00am *Liturgy | 10:00am *Liturgy
Whangarei. Heads | 5pm Sat Vigil Mass 8:30am *Liturgy i 8:30am *Liturgy | 10am.
Combined Com-
munity Service
Ngunguru n 5pm Mass i n n
Maungatapere I i1 i1 8.30am Mass i1
Maungakaramea 10.30am Mass i i n n

Matapouri, Miha

12 noon 3rd Sunday of Month: - March; May; July; Sept; Nov

* LOW means Liturgy of the Word with

Holy Communion

/Il means no LOW or Mass

Poroti, Miha 12.30pm 3rd Sunday of Month: - Feb; April; June; Aug; Oct; Dec
Pipiwai, Miha 12.30pm 5th Sunday of the month
Weekday Masses and Other Ceremonies
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 7am Friday Saturday 8am
i 9am Mass 12.10pm Mass Mass 12.10pm Mass Mass

Reconciliation Rite | : 11.30am Friday & Saturday.

Exposition: Friday 11am - Midday.

5.30pm. 2nd Tuesday of the month; 4th Sunday of the month - Mass - Syro Malabar
5pm. 5th Sunday of month. Mass - Filipino Community.
6pm. Every Wednesday of the month. Novena - Filipino Community.

Rosary: Tuesdays, after 9am Mass,
11.30am every Wednesday
Saturday following 8am Mass.

Available from the Parish Office: Bible Diary 2026. $22. Inside are Daily Prayers; Daily Readings;

Short Reflections; Saints of the Day and Short Quotes.

Daily Mass Calendars 2026 $5.
Eftpos machine is in the office during the week for sales

Columban Calendars 2026 $15..

Prayers please for these people and their families.. and those who are sick and their caregivers
especially: Hilary Edmunds, Ryan Scott, Lorraine Merito, Margaret Theuma (mother of Bridget)

Bella Papa, Iris Kilduff (mother of Chris Findlay), Doug Findlay (Albany, father of Chris Findlay),

Dion Stone (husband of Sylvia van Altvorst), Rob Giles, (Auckland, Selena Bercic (Mihtmiti), Ken Doran.

Recently deceased: Margaret Kernot, Bob Connor, Colleen Hyde (mother of Tracey Balks). Hiria Rata,
Luis Gulo, Bob Connor, Catherine Collins (Scotland), Margarita Erceg (Auckland, aunt of Anne

Puttnam), Nathalie Geeno (daughter of Geno Rajan and Saranya Devi), Anne Apeldoorn.

Anniversaries: Beverley Simpkins, Padraigh (Pat) Kinsella, Fr Don Cowan

REQUESTS

— Flk—
PRAYER

An Advent Perspective

One of the themes in today’s gospel involves changing ones’ perception of who
Jesus really is. John sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is to
come or are we to wait for another?” His idea of who Jesus should be was that of
a judge who would execute judgements. Yet, the feedback that he was getting
from his followers was quite the opposite. Interestingly, in response to John’s
question, “Are you the One?” Jesus could have simply said, “Yes, | am” but He
didn’t. He quotes from Isaiah. The blind will see, the lame will walk, the deaf will
hear and so on. And this evidence probably resulted in a crisis of faith for John.
As a result, John had to change his perception of Jesus in order to

accept him as the Messiah. He didn’t let his preconceived image of a judgemental
saviour become a stumbling block to accepting Jesus as the Messiah. It was
about changing his focus.... his perception of who Jesus was.

And that’s one of the important lessons for us to take from today’s gospel. Dur-
ing this Advent season, perhaps we are being asked to change our perception of
Jesus by inviting Christ to be a larger part of our celebrations so that we can
experience more of the joy that Christ’s birth can bring. Jesus is saying to each of
us that if you follow my eyes, you will see as | see and if you listen to me then
you will hear as | hear. By doing this | can make my home in your heart in a
deeper way.

** Each of us is an innkeeper who decides how much room there is for Jesus in
our hearts and lives.... not just during the Christmas season but year-round. Let
our Christmas present to Him be that we open our hearts to his love, joy, and
mercy. May each of us be a good innkeeper.

Dcn. Jim




Sacrament of Reconciliation Pre Christmas
Opportunities at St Francis Xavier Church
Friday 19 December 11:30am - 12 noon,
Saturday 20 December 11.30am — 12 noon.

o Solemnity of Mary The Holy Mother of God.
| You are invited to start the New Year in a prayerful way. All are welcome to
attend 8am Mass here in our Church Thursday 1 January 2026.

< SFX Parish Playgroup Christmas Party Tuesday 16 December.
9.30am at Jean Duffy Room, Kiwi North. We have a fun morning

planned: Train rides from 10am, Christmas crafts and games, food,
treasure hunt and a visit from Santa. See notice board. If you have any
questions or are planning to attend please text Katharine 021 529 663.

Nine Day Advent “Simbang Gabi” (Novena Masses) have been cancelled due to
Fr Ramil Hamil going on Sabbatical.

Auckland Catholic Diocese News. Closing Mass of the 2025 Year of Jubilee.
4 January 2026 at 11am at the Cathedral of St Patrick and St Joseph.

Join Bishop Steve to pray to give thanks and praise for the gifts of 2025 Year of
Jubilee as we celebrated and grew as Pilgrims of Hope. All welcome.

NZCBC Catholic Diocese of Auckland newsletter, is available in the
following link: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/NZ-
Catholic-Issue-9.pdf

Anniversary Celebration of the First Mass in Aotearoa.

11 January 2026 at 11am. Come and celebrate the first Mass in

= Whangarei Heads Community Carol Service — Saturday 20 December,
6.00pm-8.00pm. Organised by the Local Christian Churches.

We’'ll gather on the grassy area beside the McLeod Bay Hall (Stuart
Road). There will be children’s activities, games, a free sausage sizzle,
soft drinks and baking. All very welcome.

Parish Foodbank thanks you for your support. There is a list in the
. Church foyer of items needed. Otherwise we are in need of tinned fish,
jams and spreads. Thank you.

- =

+ Blaze Youth group starts again in Term 1 2026.

+ Christian Meditation finishes on 17 December and starts again 28 January
2026.

+ Our Parish Playgroup starts again in Term 1 2026.

B Emsm Aotearoa at Totara Point home of the Poynton Family. The site is 1km

% from the main Kohukohu-Mangamuka Road and is signposted. Following
Mass there is a shared meal. Mass is outside please come prepared with
hats, sunscreen and water.

,m\ Our Christmas and Holiday Timetable is on our website and in our Face-
«% -y book page. The Parish Office closes on Friday 19 December and reopens on
Al Tuesday 20 January 2026.

PN St Francis School News: St Francis wishes to thank the parish and school
2 communities and Pompallier College, for the support given over 2025. This
has been in the following ways: supporting school events, use of the Church,
donations to our school statue and senior camp, our working bee and sports and
liturgy leadership for our learners at school. We hope everyone has a peaceful and
blessed Christmas. God Bless.

Bernadette Hall (Principal)

ﬂ Proclaimers of the Word for Christmas Masses
\

Christmas Eve
5pm Family Mass: M Dougherty, A Waggott
Midnight Mass: N Todd-Jones, E Kearins

Christmas Da
9am Mass: A Cordiner, Karen Sturge.

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion for Christmas Masses:
Vigil Midnight 9am N

"May this Advent season be a time for bringing hope,

Congratulations. Congratulations to Bob Sturge for making his profession in the

. . . . Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) and to Lyn Hutchinson for completing the Rite of
Gerardine McCarrison Shinu At_)raham Bob Sturge Admission into OFS on Friday 28 November.
Colleen Murphy Val Marie Allan Thompson

Joseph Bormans

Notices from Titipounamu Study & Joy.

Tabernacles - where to place them?. With Prof Thomas O'Loughlin.
The recording of the online presentation is now online at:
www.studyjoy.nz/2025/12/03/tabernacles-in-the-catholic-church/

____Baptism Course. The next Baptism Course is Sunday 1 and Sunday

=" 8 February 2026. If you are expecting your first child, now is a good
b, time to do the course. For further information and to register please
~ phone Janet at the Parish Office 437 7902.

transformation and fulfillment into the Advent of our lives"

Interview on Advent Readings. Snippet from a broadcast with the late
Kieran Fenn fms. www.studyjoy.nz/2025/09/03/kieran-fenn-fms-snippets-from-

DATES TO NOTE IN YOUR DIARY. muffin-talks/ For more information: www.studyjoy.nz

O Thursday 25 December: Christmas Day.

- “7 New to the Parish - Welcome. Please make yourself known to a
"= Greeter before Mass. Take a New Parishioner Leaflet from the
~L="-- Church foyer, fill out and return to the Parish Office. Thank you.

O Sunday 28 December: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
O Thursday 1 January: MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
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