SUNDAYS AFTER CHRISTMAS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER: (From Sunday 28 December)
Mass 5:00pm (Saturday Vigil)
8:00am, 10:00am (Sunday)

RUAKAKA:

10:30am Mass 28 December, 11, 25 January.

10:30am Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 4 January,
18 January.

HIKURANGI:

8:00am Mass 4 January

10:00am Mass 18 January

10:00am Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 28 December, 11, 25 January

WHANGAREI HEADS:

8:30am Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 28 December.
5:00pm Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 3 January.

8:30am Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion - 11 and 25 January.
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NGUNGURU: (Tutukaka Coast Community Church, (crn Ngunguru Road & Waiotoi
Rd) 5.00pm Mass 11 January

MAUNGATAPERE & MAUNGAKARAMEA: No Mass until February 2026.
MAORI MIHA: No Maori Miha until February 2026.

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish

Hikurangi; Maungakaramea; Maungatapere; Matapouri; Ngunguru;
Poroti; Pipiwai; Ruakaka; Whangarei Heads;
Entry: 63 Park Avenue, Kensington. Mail: 1B Bedlington Street, Whau Valley.
Phone: 437 7902. House: 437 5266.
PARISH STAFF: Pa Peter Tipene (pp), Fr Mark Napa, Dcn Jim Nees, Dcn Nimo Ponifasio,
Janet Ponifasio, Arjay Ferrer
Online at: www.whangareicatholic.org.nz Email: stx@whangareicatholic.org.nz

Facebook Search: Catholic Church Whangarei.

CHRISTMAS ISSUE 2025

Christmas / January Holiday Timetable

Week day Mas: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday at 8:00am to Saturday 31 January 2026.

Our normal schedule will resume on Tuesday 3 February
with Mass celebrated at 9am.

The Parish Office reopens on Tuesday 20 January 2026
The first Bulletin for 2026 will be published on Sunday 25 January 2026.
Saint Francis Xavier Catholic School: Term | -Thursday 29 January 2026

Pompallier Catholic College: Year 11 — 13 students - Tuesday 27 January.
Year 7 — 10 students - Wednesday 28 January.

Prayers please for these people and their families.... and those who are sick and their
caregivers especially: Hilary Edmunds, Ryan Scott, Lorraine Merito, Bella Papa, Iris Kilduff (mother of
Chris Findlay), Doug Findlay (Albany, father of Chris Findlay), Dion Stone (husband of Sylvia van
Altvorst), Rob Giles, (Auckland, Selena Bercic (Mitimiti), Ken Doran, Les Barker.

Recently deceased: Anne Apeldoorn, Margaret Theuma, Rob Stobie, Josie Spring,
Bruce Head (husband of Pamela).

Anniversaries: Rogan Williscroft, Bob Klenner, Vic Treacher, Harry Aben, Ken McKay, GRR

Graeme Palmer, Patricia (Pat) Hayes, John Costello, Jill Heenan, Garnan Parkinson. STy

Treasures of the Heart

As every parent remembers the birth of their son or daughter, Mary, too,
remembered. She would often relive those extraordinary days: the discovery of
her unexpected pregnancy, her husband’s unwavering love and support (despite
his confusion and hurt), the excruciating trip to Bethlehem, the terror of that night
in the cave, the helplessness and pain of giving birth alone, the appearance of
those strange shepherds.

It's a telling detail that Luke includes in his story of Jesus’ birth: Mary kept these
things in her heart. She remembered. She pondered the meaning of what had
happened in Nazareth and Bethlehem. Like every mother and father, she would
relive every detail of the day of her son’s birth and childhood, pondering the
question: What kind of God would do this?

As the rest of the story of her son unfolded, the answer became clearer and
clearer:

A God whose love for his creations knows no limits.

A God who loves human beings despite everything and because of everything.
A God who wants human beings to once again breathe divinity,

to rejoice in themselves and in one another as sons and daughters of God.

A God of joy, a God of hope, a God of everything that is good.

Christmas invites us too, to “ponder” these events, to make sense out of the God
born this day. Like Mary, we are called to remember the promise of this holy night
when God touches human history; like Mary, we are challenged to understand
that, what God is doing this day, reaches out to transform every day. Like Mary,
we are called to relive the story of Christ as we live out the day-to-day joys and
sorrows of our own stories.

Remember this night. Ponder the story. See the hand of God in the details; hear
the voice of God narrating the story. Turn down the garish lights and tone down
the holiday noise and, in the quiet, behold the Child, behold the mystery, behold
the compassion of God that dawned in that cold, cramped, dirty cave.

See next page




Consider in your own hearts the mystery: What kind of God would do this?

Pa Peter, Fr Mark, Deacons; Nimo & Jim and Parish Staff; Arjay & Janet,
wish you all a Blessed and Holy Christmas and a New Year filled with
Wonder and Joy!!

Local Youth Minister. SFX Parish & Pompallier College are pleased to announce
the employment of Pearl Tattersall as our Local Youth Minister. Pearl has been a
part of our Parish family since 2024 and comes with a lot of experience working
with Catholic Youth. She begins a one year fixed term contract on Tuesday 20
January 2026 to Friday 11 December 2026. She will be working 32 hours per week
(15 hours in the Parish & 15 hours at Pompallier College. She will have 2 hours of
ongoing formation and support from the Diocesan Youth Team each week)

We look forward to welcoming and working with Pearl in the New Year.

Welcome Home Fr Matt Crawford SM — Son of Margaret and the late Peter.
Fr Matt is our very own born and bred Whangarei boy who is home for a short
break with his mother and the family. He is presently based in Spain and heads
back to the colder Northern Hemisphere in early January.

Solemnity of Mary The Holy Mother of God. You are invited to start the
New Year in a prayerful way. All are welcome to attend 8am Mass here in our
Church Thursday 1 January.

A

The Presentation of the Lord, (Candlemas), on 2 February is a Feast
ewiedl Day. As there is no Mass on Monday 2 February, the Blessing of Candles
P vill take place on Tuesday 3 February at 9am Mass. Please bring any

@ candles you wish to have blessed.

Cangflemag

Auckland Catholic Diocese News:

. Closing Mass of the 2025 Year of Jubilee. 4 January 2026 at 11am at the Cathedral of St
Patrick and St Joseph. Join Bishop Steve to pray and to give thanks and praise for the gifts of 2025
Year of Jubilee as we celebrated and grew as Pilgrims of Hope. All welcome.

. Anniversary Celebration of the First Mass in Aotearoa. 11 January 2026 at 11am. Come
and celebrate the first Mass in Aotearoa at Totara Point home of the Poynton Family. The site is 1Tkm
from the main Kohukohu-Mangamuka Road and is signposted. Following Mass there is a shared
meal. Mass is outside please come prepared with hats, sunscreen and water.

. Auckland Catholic Charismatic Renewal. Date Change - Praise in the Park will now be
held on Sunday, 15 Feb 2026 (4 - 6pm) . Venue: Selwyn Domain, 48-56 Tamaki Drive, Mission
Bay, Rain date: Saturday, 21 Feb 2026. All are welcome to this two-hour Catholic event, featuring
praise and worship music, personal testimonies, the Gospel message, and Eucharistic Adoration.
To help on the day, email aucklandccr@gmail.com.

Sunday of the Word of God will be celebrated on Sunday, 25 January, falling on the Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time. Theme: "The word of Christ dwells among you" (Colossians 3:16). I's an annual
event established by Pope Francis to promote the celebration, study, and dissemination of God's
Word.

Baptism Course. Our next Baptism Course is Sunday1 and Sunday 8 February 2026. If you are
expecting your first child, now is a good time to do the Course. For further information and to register
please phone the Parish Office after 20 January.
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the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice; the belief in Christmas, which is truth;
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the all of Christmas, which is Christ.

Thank you to those who have visited us in the Parish Office over the past
year. It has been a pleasure to have been of service to you all.

We have enjoyed meeting new parishioners and families. To the many kind
parishioners who have helped in the Office, folding Bulletins etc, you have
considerably lightened our work load, we thank you.

“Volunteers wear working boots but leave a trail of angel footsteps”
May God fill your life with love, joy, and peace this Christmas and throughout
the New Year.

Parish Office staff.

2025 Journey of Faith for Teens (13 to 18 years of age) Baptism, Confir-
mation and First Holy Eucharist. “Into The Light - Ki Roto Ki Te Marama”.
The Programme” begins on Sunday 22 February 2026. Please see Janet in
the Parish Office for details and to register. Queries to Nigel 022 133 2460.
Registrations close on Sunday 15 February 2026. Thank you

Ready the Way — Sacramental Programme 2026 Preparation programme
for Baptism and other Sacraments (8 to 12 years) Queries to the Parish
Office 437 7902 Registrations close on 13 March 2026. Information and Ori-
entation meeting for all the Parents/ Guardians on 19 March 2026, 6pm to
7pm here in our Church. The programme starts on 29 March at 10am Mass at
Saint Francis Xavier Church for parents and children, followed by preparation
sessions in St Joseph's Room at St Francis Xavier Catholic School.
Registration forms available from the Parish Office.

Blessing of School Teachers and Staff at Mass If you are a teacher, Board
of Trustee member or staff member at St Francis Xavier Catholic School,
Pompallier Catholic College, or at any other school, you are warmly invited to
attend our 5 pm Vigil Mass on Saturday 14 February for a blessing for the
coming school year.

+ Blaze Youth group starts again in Term 1 2026.

+ Christian Meditation starts again on 28 January 2026.

¢ Our Parish Playgroup starts again in Term 1 2026.

¢ Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help. starts again on 18 February.

O The Holiday Timetable is on our website and Facebook page.

The Parish Office reopens on Tuesday 20 January 2026.

O Live-Stream of 10am Mass Sunday 4 January 2026.

Due to the live streamer being away, there is no live —streaming of this Mass.

DATES TO NOTE IN YOUR DIARY
Sunday 28 December: The HOLY FAMILY of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
Thursday 1 January: MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD.
Sunday 4 January: The EPIPHANY of the LORD.
Sunday 11 January: The BAPTISM of the LORD.

* & o o

" New to the Parish - Welcome. Please make yourself known to a
weleome, Greeter before Mass. Take a New Parishioner Leaflet from the

= Church foyer, fill out and return to the Parish Office. Thank you.
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