
Prayers please for these people and their families.. and those who are sick and their caregivers  
especially: Hilary Edmunds, Ryan Scott, Lorraine Merito, Les Barker, Margaret Theuma (mother of Bridget) 
Bella Papa, Robert Connor. 
 

Recently deceased: Mary Hughes, Margaret Kernot, Colleen Hyde (mother of Tracey Balks), Hiria Rata, 
Luis Gulo (Spain, father of Lui). 
 

Anniversaries: William Edwards, Ben Wotelboer, Delia Leefe, Sally Roughan, Joan Estaugh. 

St Francis Xavier Parish Usual Timetable 

 1st  Sun of  Month 2nd Sun of Month 3rd Sun of Month 4th Sun of Month 5th Sun of Month 

St Francis  
Xavier 

Masses  

5pm Sat Vigil 
8am  Sun 

10am Sun (Miha) 
(live-streamed) 

5pm Sat Vigil 
8am Sun 
10am Sun 

(live-streamed) 

5pm Sat Vigil 
8am Sun 
10am Sun 

(live-streamed) 

5pm Sat Vigil 
(Youth Mass) 

8am Sun 
10am Sun 

Family Mass 
(live-streamed) 

5pm Sat Vigil 
8am Sun 
10am Sun 

(live-streamed) 

Ruakaka 10.30 am *Liturgy 10.30am Mass 10.30 am *Liturgy 10.30am Mass 10.30 am *Liturgy 

Hikurangi 8:00am Mass 10:00am  *Liturgy 10:00am Mass 10:00am  *Liturgy 10:00am  *Liturgy 

Whangarei. Heads 5pm Sat Vigil Mass 
 

8:30am *Liturgy /// 8:30am *Liturgy 10am. Combined 
Community Service 

Ngunguru /// 5pm Mass /// /// /// 

Maungatapere /// /// /// 8.30am  Mass /// 

Maungakaramea 10.30am Mass /// /// /// /// 

Matapouri, Miha 12 noon 3rd Sunday of Month: -  March; May; July; Sept; Nov * LOW means Liturgy of the Word with 
Holy Communion  
///  means no LOW or Mass Poroti, Miha 12.30pm 3rd Sunday of Month: - Feb; April; June; Aug; Oct; Dec 

Pipiwai, Miha 12.30pm 5th Sunday of the month 

Weekday Masses and Other Ceremonies 

Monday  
/// 

Tuesday 
9am Mass 

Wednesday  
12.10pm Mass 

Thursday 7am Mass Friday  
12.10pm Mass 

Saturday 8am Mass 

Reconciliation Rite I : 11.30am Friday & Saturday.  Exposition: Friday 11am - Midday.  

5.30pm. 2nd Tuesday of the month; 4th Sunday of the month - Mass - Syro Malabar     
5pm. 5th Sunday of month. Mass - Filipino Community.  
6pm. Every Wednesday of the month. Novena - Filipino Community. 

Rosary:  Tuesdays, after 9am  Mass, 
11.30am every Wednesday  
Saturday following 8am Mass. 

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Hikurangi; Maungakaramea; Maungatapere; Matapouri; Ngunguru;  

Poroti; Pipiwai; Ruakaka; Whangarei Heads;  
Entry: 63 Park Avenue, Kensington. Mail:1B Bedlington Street, Whau Valley. 

Phone: 437 7902. House: 437 5266.   
PARISH STAFF: Pa Peter Tipene (pp), Fr Mark Napa, Dcn Jim Nees, Dcn Nimo Ponifasio, 

Janet Ponifasio, Arjay Ferrer 

Online at: www.whangareicatholic.org.nz  Email: sfx@whangareicatholic.org.nz  
Facebook Search: Catholic Church Whangarei.  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

30 November 2025 Year A 

Next Week’s Readings: (Second Sunday of Advent)  
Isaiah 11: 1-10; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3: 1-12 

ADVENT BEGINS THIS SUNDAY 
 

 This Sunday we begin the season of Advent, a time when God’s Word 
invites us to wake up, be ready, to also look inward and prepare our hearts 
for the coming of Christ.  
 Advent has two focuses: it’s time not only to prepare to celebrate 
Christmas, the birth of our Lord, but also to remember why Jesus came, and 
the promise that he will come again at the end of time. 
Our Gospel reading this Sunday, points us toward the Lord’s coming at the 
end of time. It encourages us to stay ready and to live in a way that prepares 
us to meet Jesus face-to-face. 
 It’s easy to be overwhelmed by our busy lives, with work, family  
responsibilities, worries, plans and so on. When that happens, we can forget 
the deeper purpose of our lives. We can act as though we will live forever in 
this world, forgetting why we are here and where we are going.   
 Advent invites us to slow down and reflect. As St Paul reminds us, this is 
the moment to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” It’s a season to grow into the  
people God created us to be, to continue the journey that began at our  
Baptism, to turn away from whatever distances us from God, and to walk 
again as children of the light.  
 Most of all, Advent invites us to live with a sense of holy expectation,  
to be ready for Christ’s return at any moment. That doesn’t mean living in 
fear or neglecting our responsibilities.  Advent is not a time for penance or 
sadness but rather is a time of joyful expectation. Instead, it means seeing 
our lives in the right perspective and allowing our faith to guide how we live 
each day. It’s about remembering why God placed us in this world and what 
our lives are ultimately for.              See next page 

Titipounamu Study & Joy.  
Tabernacles - where to place them? with Prof.em. Thomas O'Loughlin.  
Monday, 1 December 2025, 7-8.30pm (Zoom)  
www.studyjoy.nz/2025/11/06/tabernacles-where-to-place-them/  
 

Interview on Advent Readings.  Snippet from a broadcast with the late Kieran Fenn fms 
www.studyjoy.nz/2025/09/03/kieran-fenn-fms-snippets-from-muffin-talks/ 
For more information: www.studyjoy.nz  

https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/F6hF_EEORpeju_diQpG23A~~/AABEchA~/sTI7igR6j6eOMiDU69nMORhTfWPGG1YUQq4HBPneEdVf0tIVUXtCm2LzFLiaPupsiVderRzcWRYt_VKryM91p82QV8cCJYu35SiRtXsEpRGdMnZNseqfHWLcHOuwTdMFBiROZ3zBoAgaQzrUYSKwouVUJ0H7j8n-GUXLgRtX-jLOegUHe3onc7IMEFxv_Bzq
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/XLOsk2RCmBd92rrXP_xvwQ~~/AABEchA~/dxHQKkjk5v1weXE0T5woDCW8GwAUif04IS9nRLNwLaz3N1N57vc1boN5cdurQru6HSz-nhyXceF_1uHAPcEahLSMWhgKDFjnCZ1Mc6GWnk-pOZY9-6UKTwoeWB1wUCas
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/ttVTYeycEQ43F2m9PEcDIA~~/AABEchA~/aoQj4f-XtblUrxax8aRc7hKbXjdsdKWQOXiYb5y2xUyfPq_q_4YcK_fTkt2Q_h78BIGZmu7PFU9x7ZgNZeMXaLkA_tYycIRCwI7pTmD77O18sEeXCos-o7gTqwKXsserCGirIRyhUnZqt2cxgFMEzt3l6QUkWWCLkYH5BtSIEi3N8j1LkjZch8QeqgQkjYaZ
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/Mjco2-9QgXNF9fdIqIeG3Q~~/AABEchA~/FlQOWgLSf1rRGcDiF2UrtdxNidhMOce4pPugs4guY6CZK9BheyrXJDywPT5UJ7j4wBpAAr6cFkmoFelofmfMaZNjKMP2Mf_d6-jIBKX2T8fnpeYH3Yqbi8Mdj7Vn5Bx3
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New to the Parish - Welcome. Please make yourself known to a Greeter 
before Mass and take a “New Parishioner Leaflet” from the Church foyer. 
Fill out the  leaflet and return to the Parish Office. Thank you. 

Christian Meditation 
meet every Wednesday 
in the gathering area of 

the Church 4.30pm to 
5.30pm. All welcome. 

MAORI COMMUNITY - KO NGA PANUI. Himene practice, (2nd & 4th Thursdays) 
7pm in the gathering area of the Church.  
 

Miha Māori: Last Miha for 2025 is Sunday 7 December at 10am.   

Christmas Lunch. Parishioners are warmly invited to our shared  
Christmas lunch in the Parish Hall following the 10am Miha. Please bring a 
plate. Thank you.  

DATES TO NOTE IN YOUR DIARY 

 First Sunday of Advent 30 November: Sundays Year A Weekdays Year II   

 Monday 8  December: The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION of the BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY. 

 Sunday 7 December: Second Sunday of Advent.  

Blaze Youth Group (secondary age) meet 
every Friday during term time 7pm-9pm in 
the Parish Hall. Come along and meet new 

friends and join in the fun. All teens  welcome.  
Enquiries to the Parish Office. 

Pre Christmas Rite II Reconciliation:  
St Francis Xavier Church on  
Friday 5 December at 6pm.  
All welcome. 

Our Parish Playgroup meet every Tuesday during term time, 9am to 
11.30am in the Parish Hall. Bring along your preschoolers and join in 
the fun. Gold coin donation. Enquiries to the Parish Office. 

St Francis School News: Last week our cultural night was a huge success. 
Thanks to all who were able to attend. This week we had orientation day to 
Pompallier for our Year 6 students. We also had our Nativity Play performed 
by our junior schoo l, and WPSSA athletics, and senior speech competitions, 

the Kakano programme and Paihaka assembly. As we move into Advent we pray we 
all take time to stop and reflect on the Advent season.  
God Bless.  
Bernadette Hall  (Principal) 

Auckland Catholic Diocese News.  
Celebration Mass | Sunday 7 December 4:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral. Celebrate a fantastic 
year of youth ministry at our end-of-year Celebration Mass! This special event marks the end of our 
year-long journey with the young leaders of the Diocese of Auckland. We are excited to celebrate the 
many ways they have served in 2025. At this mass, we are excited to present the Tu Kahikatea 
Awards. These awards recognise young people who have made an outstanding contribution in the 
Diocese. Bishop Steve Lowe will celebrate the mass, present the Awards, and give a special blessing 
to all our youth and young adult ministry leaders. Young leaders, make sure you don’t miss it!  All are 
welcome at this celebration! Bring your whānau, your friends, and your wider faith community as we 
mark the conclusion of an amazing year of ministry. 
 

Jubilee Bursary for Theological and Religious Studies. Applications Invited for Semester 1 2026. 
Applications close 27 November 2025. See noticeboard. 
 

Save the Date – 14 February 2026 | 4 pm – 6 pm | Praise in the Park. Join us for a free two-hour 
Catholic event beside the fountain at Mission Bay Beach with Praise and Worship, personal testimonies 
and Eucharistic Adoration. If you can assist with sponsorship or practical help on the day, please email 
aucklandccr@gmail.com 

Parish Foodbank thanks you for your support. There is a list in the Church 
foyer of items required with canned and dry goods being our most essential 
food supplies. Otherwise we are in need of tinned fish, jams and spreads. 

Thank you. 
Meetings are currently postponed until further notice. 
All monetary donations to be addressed to Foodbank with receipts issued upon  
request. Thank you. 

Christmas Gifts: A huge thank you to everyone who donated Christmas 
gifts for children; your generosity will help many children wake up with a  
present to open on Christmas morning. Your thoughtful contributions make a 

significant difference and are greatly appreciated. 

Solemnity of The Immaculate  
Conception of The Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Monday 8 December.  
St Francis Xavier School Leavers 
Mass at 9am. 

Catholic Kiwi Podcast: Six episodes of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops  
Conference’s new podcast series have now been released, sharing stories of 
faith, ministry and  mission of Kiwis and visitors to our shores.  

Search “Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on YouTube or Spotify. See poster on noticeboard.  

The Centennial Celebration Mass for The Holy Name of Mary Church in  
Hikurangi is in February 2027.  

If you have changed your home address, email or phone number, please let the 
Parish Office know so we can update our records. You can either phone 437 7902 
or email sfx@whangareicatholic.org.nz. Thank you. 
 

Available from the Parish Office.  
2026 Columban Calendar. $15. Bible Diary 2026 $22. We also stock Rosary beads, 
Holy Water Bottles, Statues and Sunday Missals. Pop in and have a look. 
We are still waiting on the Daily Mass Calendar. 

 We therefore need to be more aware of God’s presence in our  
everyday lives.  The Gospel tells us to “stay awake.”  That means to stay alert, 
to notice God’s work around us and to seek him in prayer, in the sacraments 
especially the Eucharist, in Scripture, and in one another. The more awake we 
are spiritually, the more clearly we recognize the Lord at work in our lives. 
 May this Advent be a season of renewal, readiness, and a deeper  
awareness of God’s loving presence among us. 

Dcn Nimo 

mailto:aucklandccr@gmail.com

